
Aluminium Bi-Folds: Everything You Should Know 
 
The doors you choose can really make a difference when adding on to a home or commercial 
space. Aluminium bi-folding doors, among others, are probably the top pick these days. 
These doors have excellent smoothness in operation, are beautifully lined, and can open the full 
width of a wall. Thus, it’s when the trend came in with functionality.  
 
But how do these aluminium doors work? What makes it so sought after? And how do they 
operate with great efficiency as compared to their counterparts? This guide aims to provide 
answers to all of these questions and more. 

 
The Basics of Bi-Folding Doors 
Bi-folding doors consist of several panels that fold over one another on either or both sides of an 
opening. Rather than an ordinary door that swings on its hinges, such doors will slide on a track 
and fold or stack away, and this action allows one to flow from one space into another. 
 
Usually, aluminium-made, these doors would be more suitable for those perfect settings where 
daylight, as well as visibility, matters. 
 
Choosing Aluminium Frames 
But why aluminium? It is lightweight, strong, and needs very little upkeep. Here's why it's 
unique: 

https://shuttersstop.co.uk/doors/bi-folding-doors/


 
● Thin profile favours Glass over frame. 

 
● Powder Coat finishes give them colour versatility. 

 
● Strong and stable, even with larger-sized panels. 

 
● Resistant to rust and corrosion, perfect for outdoor applications. 

 
So, want a stylish upgrade that is everlasting? Switch to aluminium bi-floding doors and be the 
talk of the town.  
 
Where Bi-Folding Doors Work Best 
Highly flexible in nature, they are commonly used for: 
 

● Residence with access to patios or gardens. 
 

● Office spaces where flexible room dividers come in handy. 
 

● Retail stores that benefit from visibility and openness to enhance customer experience. 
● People-pleasing hospitality venues that aim to provide an outside-dining experience. 

 
They have become a defining characteristic of modern architecture due to their popularity in 
both residential and commercial buildings. 
 
Design Options and Customisation 
There is no one way to do bi-folding doors. These are some of the customisation options you 
can go for: 
 

● Number of panels. 
 

● The direction they fold (in or out). 
 

● Frame colour and finish. 
 

● Handle and hardware styles. 
 

● Glazing options (clear, frosted, or tinted). 
 
A low-threshold design that produces an almost seamless transition between indoors and 
outdoors is another option if you want to make it accessible. 
 
Comparing Bi-Folding Doors with Other Door Types 



To compare bi-folds with more traditional solutions, such as roller shutter doors. The 
difference can be spotted as:  
 

● If it’s about maximising light entry and openness, then bi-folding doors are the ones. 
 

● Roller shutters are compact and secure and generally used when visibility is not a prime 
concern. 

 
Some modern-day spaces use both: for instance, a retail store might open the bi-folds through 
business hours and pull down a roller shutter at night for added security. 
 
Installation Insights 
Proper installation is key to performance. Keep these in mind: 
 

● Strong header support: Especially if you are opening a large section of the wall. 
 

● Exact measurements: For smooth sliding and folding. 
 

● Professional assistance: Do-it-yourself installation is not recommended; therefore, the 
experts will give you the best installation with a guarantee that it will work fine. 

 
With an existing opening, one may opt for a site inspection to identify if any alterations are 
required before the doors are fitted in. 
 
Care and Maintenance 
Aluminium is one of the best examples of low maintenance. However, it will benefit from being 
treated with a little care:  
 

● To effectively clean glass/frames, use mild soap with water.  
 

● Keep the bottom track clear of leaves and dirt. 
 

● Check locks and hinges once a year for wear. 
 

● Lubricate the moving parts if they start to feel stiff. 
 
This will surely keep your doors working smoothly and looking great. 
 
Pairing with Other Security Features 
No surprise that aluminium bi-folding doors are combined with roller shutters for shops in 
commercial spaces. This pairing allows the doors to give out a warm, inviting look during 
business hours and offer heavy-duty security at night.  
 

https://shuttersstop.co.uk/roller-shutters/
https://shuttersstop.co.uk/rollershutters/solid-roller-shutters/


Ideally, the two systems can work hand in hand in retail environments, where you need both 
openness and protection. 
 
Final Thoughts 
For both residential and commercial properties, aluminium bi-folding doors are an adaptable 
and aesthetically pleasing. The doors offer a spectacular natural light, with easy movement for 
people. Be it opening the living room into the backyard or setting up a bright and welcoming 
storefront, these provide the perfect balance in style and function. 
 
They are not merely doors; rather, they create connections between spaces, welcome outside 
daylight, and are the simplest way to upgrade your environment. 
 


