
How does RWA tokenization enhance 
asset accessibility? 

Introduction 
Traditional asset ownership often embodies great barriers to entry, insisting on limited liquidity 
with heavy bureaucratic processes. Investment in assets such as real estate, art, or 
commodities usually implies the need for heavy capital investment while being regulated and 
restricted geographically. RWA tokenization combats the above challenges by converting 
physical assets into digital tokens on a blockchain and hence allowing fractional ownership and 
wider accessibility to investment opportunities. 

 

What is RWA tokenization? 
Tokenization of real-world assets is the process to  turning ownership rights to tangible or 
intangible assets into a digital token on the blockchain. Such tokens are useful because they 
represent real assets, a commodity, a piece of art, e.g., real estate, or even a financial 
instrument and can be traded in a much more efficient way. By tokenization, one brings those 
illiquid assets further into a light of accessibility, liquidity, and transparency. 



 

Understanding RWA Tokenization 

Real World Asset (RWA) tokenization is the process by which ownership rights in tangible 
assets are converted into digital tokens existing on a blockchain. In this innovative way, the 
representation of physical assets like real estate, commodities, and art becomes possible, 
thereby enabling their buy-sell trading in a much more efficient way. By establishing a token on 
blockchain technology, the increase in access to illiquid assets, liquidity of illiquid assets, and 
transparency of illiquid assets is feasible.  

Examples of Tokenizable Assets:  

Real Estate: Properties can be partitioned into digital shares that allow investors to own 
fractions of a building or land, therefore lowering the barrier to entry for real estate investments. ​ 

Commodities 

 Tokenization of various physical goods, such as the assets gold, oil, and agricultural products, 
would allow for easy trading and transfer of ownership without having to deal with the physical 
assets themselves. ​ 

Fungible Tokens and Non-Fungible Tokens: 

Fungible Tokens: These are tokens having an equal value and the capability of being 
interchanged among themselves. Generally, these tokens fit assets that are divisible and 
identical in nature, such as shares in a company. ​ 

Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs):  

They cannot be traded for one another. Each NFT symbolizes a specific asset with its own 
features, thus making them best suited for representing a unique item like a specific piece of art 
or a specific property 
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Tokenization indeed facilitates the ownership of costly assets like real estate, fine arts, and other 
commodities in a smaller, affordable digital format, i.e., with smaller digital fractional shares. It 
takes away the investment threshold from requiring large amounts for high-wealth investment 
assets so that many investors can now have access to previously blocked markets. So where 
luxury property is prized, one can tokenize and let several investors have ownership in fractions, 
making real estate investments accessible.  

Increased Liquidity  

Assets like real estate and art have always been tagged illiquid. Thus they are not so easily 
convertible into cash or sold for easy change. The asset will have increased liquidity when 
tokenized through trading it on secondary markets in the same manner stocks are exchanged. 
New investment opportunities open up from the new markets, notably for high-value assets.  

 

Global Reach 

With tokenized assets, they are accessible everywhere at every time: it opens up wider markets, 
globalizes, and democratizes investment opportunities. Investors now get access to different 
markets regardless of where they are in the world. They will have access to all trade 
opportunities without the necessity of using a local financial intermediary.  

Cost and Automation Efficiency 

The automation of functions is done using smart contracts, which generally reduce costs 
incurred in asset transfers. In the traditional approach, an intermediary system involves lengthy 
processes with high fees. Blockchain improves the speed and affordability of asset transfers. 

​
 

Benefits of RWA Tokenization 

Liquidity 

Tokenization increases the liquidity of traditionally illiquid assets; it allows easy buying and 
selling. It transforms liquidity not only for poor investments but also opens up new investment 
opportunities and markets that can be considered for high-value assets 

 Access Democratization 



Tokenizing and enabling fractional ownership makes it easier for investors to enter the worthier 
investments. This entry point democratizes the investment, allowing many more people into 
investments traditionally available only to the very wealthy or institutions. ​ 

Operational Efficiency 

It streamlines operations and eliminates much of the requirement for manpower, paperwork, and 
manual processes that accompany the management of physical assets. Transactions become 
speedier and more transparent, reducing administrative lag and costs. ​  

Transparency and Safety 

The immutable ledger of blockchain gives a transparent, secured record on sales and 
ownership. Transparency brings with it a reduced risk of fraud and cultivates greater trust 
amongst parties.  

Smart control of RWA tokenization 

Smart contracts are the cornerstones in real-world assets (RWA) tokenization as automated 
systems for the execution of transactions and enforcement of compliance without 
intermediaries. These programs execute self-executing and therefore carry the capacity to 
enforce conditions at an execution point on the blockchain systems, therefore ensuring superior 
clarity, a secure environment, and efficiency regarding asset management through the transfer 
of ownership seamlessly and an immutably audited trail along regulatory measures such as 
Know Your Customer (KYC) protocols and Anti-Money Laundering (AML). Programmable 
financial instruments are introduced by smart contracts and applied to tokenized assets to 
develop innovative financial services and products. 

​
 

Integrated into DeFi 

Tokenization can make assets used within DeFi platforms for various types of financial 
activities—lending and borrowing, for example—make tokenized assets even more useful and 
pay for themselves in such areas. 

​
 

 Real-World Applications 
 



Tokenization of Real Estate 

St. Regis Aspen Resort is the first luxury property to go tokenized in 2018. Aspen Digital Inc. 
performed a Security Token Offering (STO) at $18 million, selling tokens that would account for 
about 19% in ownership of the resort. AspenCoins are fees paid to investors as ownership in a 
resort, as well as cash-back incentives to spend on vacations and stays, making possible 
access to investments in expensive real estate without denying any other possibility. 

Financial Instruments:  

BlackRock carved its niche in the tokenization of the money market fund by launching its very 
first tokenized money market fund in March 2024, the USD Institutional Digital Liquidity Fund 
(BUIDL), built on the Ethereum blockchain—the cost-effective yet sophisticated alternative to 
'going live' of tapping the world's largest financial markets for investor dollars. Developed with 
the assistance of Securitize, BUIDL already gives qualified institutional investors access to 
digital tokens representing shares in a fund backed by cash, US Treasury bills, and repurchase 
agreements.  

Institutional Initiatives:  

JPMorgan and Apollo Global Management have begun a significant effort toward using 
blockchain technology as part of wealth management services. This initiative will lead to a more 
efficient and much more flexible investment experience by using tokenization to make 
investment processes easier and less expensive for investors and more diverse and accessible 
to those interested in investment. 

Conclusion 

Tokenization democratizes investment opportunities and allows fractional ownership, involving 
individuals with less capital outlay to invest in high-value assets such as real estate, tokenized 
art, and financial instruments. The approach significantly reduces most of the barriers to entry to 
diversify more asset classes for investors. Tokenization also provides liquidity that makes it 
easier to buy and sell, besides providing security by maintaining immutable records of all 
transactions on a blockchain. 
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