
Unlock Shoulder Strength with Serratus 
Anterior Exercises 

When it comes to building a strong, stable, and injury-resistant upper body, most fitness 
enthusiasts focus on big muscles like the deltoids, traps, and pecs. However, one 
often-overlooked muscle plays a crucial role in shoulder stability, mobility, and overall strength 
— the serratus anterior. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll dive deep into the significance of this 
underrated muscle and how you can unlock shoulder strength with serratus anterior 
exercises.

 

Whether you're an athlete, a bodybuilder, or someone seeking to improve posture and reduce 
shoulder pain, this blog will provide you with science-backed information, exercise routines, and 
pro tips to maximize your gains. Let’s begin! 

What is the Serratus Anterior? 
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The serratus anterior is a fan-shaped muscle located on the side of the chest, extending from 
the upper ribs to the shoulder blade (scapula). It is commonly referred to as the "boxer’s 
muscle" because of its role in the punching movement. 

Key Functions of the Serratus Anterior: 

●​ Scapular Protraction: Pulls the shoulder blade forward around the rib cage.​
 

●​ Scapular Upward Rotation: Assists in lifting the arms overhead.​
 

●​ Scapular Stability: Keeps the shoulder blade flat against the rib cage during movement.​
 

A weak or inactive serratus anterior can lead to shoulder instability, winged scapula, poor 
posture, and an increased risk of injuries. Despite its importance, many people neglect training 
this muscle, which can cause long-term mobility and stability issues. 

Why Strengthen the Serratus Anterior? 
Before we jump into the exercises, it’s essential to understand the importance of training the 
serratus anterior through scapular strengthening exercises. Here are the primary benefits 

1. Improved Shoulder Stability 

The serratus anterior plays a crucial role in keeping the shoulder blade anchored against the rib 
cage, preventing winging and ensuring smooth, controlled movements. 

2. Enhanced Athletic Performance 

Athletes in sports like boxing, swimming, basketball, and tennis heavily rely on shoulder mobility 
and strength. Strengthening the serratus anterior improves functional strength and reduces 
injury risk. 

3. Better Posture 

Weakness in the serratus anterior can contribute to rounded shoulders and forward head 
posture. Strengthening it will help maintain an upright, confident posture. 

4. Reduced Risk of Shoulder Injuries 

Strengthening the serratus anterior with Save N Shine minimizes the risk of common shoulder 
problems such as rotator cuff injuries, impingement, and scapular dyskinesis. 
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5. Aesthetic Upper Body Development 

A well-developed serratus anterior adds definition and a chiseled look to your chest and rib 
area, contributing to an athletic and aesthetic upper body. 

How to Activate the Serratus Anterior Properly 
Before performing serratus anterior exercises, it’s crucial to learn how to activate this muscle 
correctly. Here are some essential activation tips: 

●​ Focus on scapular protraction and upward rotation rather than just moving your arms.​
 

●​ Perform slow, controlled reps instead of fast, jerky movements.​
 

●​ Practice mind-muscle connection — consciously feel the serratus working during each 
movement.​
 

●​ Engage your core and stabilizing muscles to maximize the efficiency of each rep.​
 

●​ Start with lighter resistance and gradually progress to avoid compensating with other 
muscle groups.​
 

Top 12 Serratus Anterior Exercises for Shoulder Strength 
The following exercises are among the most effective for activating and strengthening the 
serratus anterior: 

1. Wall Slides with Foam Roller 

How to Do It: 

●​ Place a foam roller against a wall and rest your forearms on it. This movement can be a 
great addition to your Serratus Anterior Exercises routine, helping to activate and 
strengthen the muscles in your upper body. 

●​ Slide the roller up while pushing your forearms into it and rounding your upper back.​
 

●​ Lower slowly and repeat.​
 

2. Scapular Push-Ups 

How to Do It: 
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●​ Get into a high plank position.​
 

●​ Without bending your elbows, squeeze your shoulder blades together, then spread them 
apart.​
 

3. Dynamic Bear Crawl 

How to Do It: 

●​ Start in an all-fours position with knees off the ground.​
 

●​ Crawl forward and backward while maintaining a rounded upper back.​
 

4. Dumbbell Serratus Punch 

How to Do It: 

●​ Lie on a bench holding light dumbbells.​
 

●​ Punch upward by protracting the shoulder blades without bending the elbows.​
 

5. Plank with Shoulder Protraction 

How to Do It: 

●​ Get into a plank position.​
 

●​ Push your upper back toward the ceiling without bending the arms.​
 

6. Resistance Band Chest Press with Protraction 

How to Do It: 

●​ Attach a resistance band behind you.​
 

●​ Press forward and extend fully, protracting the shoulders at the end.​
 



7. Serratus Wall Walks 

How to Do It: 

●​ Stand facing a wall.​
 

●​ Walk your hands up the wall while pushing your shoulder blades forward.​
 

8. Push-Up Plus 

How to Do It: 

●​ Perform a standard push-up.​
 

●​ At the top, push your upper back further up by rounding the shoulders.​
 

9. Side-Lying Shoulder Protraction 

How to Do It: 

●​ Lie on your side with a dumbbell in your top hand.​
 

●​ Push the dumbbell toward the ceiling by protracting your shoulder.​
 

10. Cable or Band Serratus Jabs 

How to Do It: 

●​ Attach a cable or resistance band.​
 

●​ Perform controlled jabs while focusing on scapular protraction.​
 

11. Dead Hang with Scapular Protraction 

How to Do It: 

●​ Hang from a pull-up bar.​
 

●​ Perform a scapular strengthening exercise at One Life Fitness by protracting and 
retracting your shoulder blades without bending your elbows. 



12. Quadruped Serratus Rocking 

How to Do It: 

●​ Start on all fours.​
 

●​ Rock back and forth while rounding your upper back. 

Sample Workout Routine for Serratus Anterior 
Frequency: 2-3 times per week 

Workout Plan: 

1.​ Warm-Up: Arm circles, foam rolling (5-10 mins)​
 

2.​ Scapular Push-Ups – 3 sets of 12-15 reps​
 

3.​ Wall Slides with Foam Roller – 3 sets of 12 reps​
 

4.​ Dumbbell Serratus Punch – 3 sets of 12-15 reps​
 

5.​ Push-Up Plus – 3 sets of 10-12 reps​
 

6.​ Cable Serratus Jabs – 3 sets of 20 reps (10 each side)​
 

7.​ Dead Hang with Scapular Protraction – 3 sets of 30 secs​
 

 

Strengthening Your Serratus Anterior: Essential 
Exercises and Routine 
The serratus anterior is a crucial muscle for shoulder stability and mobility, playing a key role in 
pushing movements and overall upper body strength. Strengthening this muscle through 
targeted scapular strengthening exercises can help improve posture, enhance athletic 
performance, and reduce the risk of shoulder injuries. Below is a structured workout plan 
incorporating various exercises targeting the serratus anterior. 



Key Exercises: 

 One of the most effective exercises is Wall Slides with a Foam Roller, where you push your 
forearms into a roller while moving it up and down against a wall, activating the serratus. 
Scapular Push-Ups are another excellent movement, focusing on shoulder blade movement 
without bending the elbows. Dynamic Bear Crawls challenge the muscle by maintaining a 
rounded upper back while crawling.

 

To add resistance, the Dumbbell Serratus Punch and Resistance Band Chest Press with 
Protraction help engage the muscle by extending the arms forward with scapular movement. 
Similarly, Push-Up Plus and Plank with Shoulder Protraction further reinforce scapular control 
and upper body stability. Exercises like Serratus Wall Walks, Side-Lying Shoulder Protraction, 



and Cable or Band Serratus Jabs emphasize controlled, focused activation, ensuring optimal 
muscle engagement for strength and endurance. Incorporating these movements into your 
Save N Shine fitness routine can enhance shoulder stability and overall upper-body 
performance. 

For those looking to integrate these exercises into a routine, a sample workout can be 
performed 2-3 times per week, combining movements like Wall Slides, Scapular Push-Ups, 
Serratus Punches, Push-Up Plus, and Dead Hangs for optimal activation and strength gains. 
Proper warm-ups, including arm circles and foam rolling, help prepare the muscles and joints for 
effective training. 

By consistently incorporating these Serratus anterior workout exercises, you can build a 
stronger, more stable shoulder structure, improving both everyday movement and athletic 
performance. 

Common Mistakes to Avoid 
●​ Using heavy weights instead of focusing on proper form.​

 
●​ Neglecting form, which can lead to injury.​

 
●​ Skipping warm-up, increasing the risk of strains.​

 
●​ Ignoring recovery, as the serratus needs rest and repair.​

 

Conclusion 
Unlocking shoulder strength is not just about lifting heavy weights or focusing on big muscles. 
Training the serratus anterior is key to achieving stable, functional, and powerful shoulders. At 
One Life Fitness, prioritizing these exercises can help you improve posture, prevent injuries, 
and enhance athletic performance. Start today and experience the difference in your shoulder 
health and strength! 
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