
The Ultimate Guide to Customizing Your Site 
with SilverStripe CMS 

Discover the ultimate guide to customizing your site with SilverStripe CMS. 
Create a unique online presence with expert tips and tricks! 

 
SilverStripe CMS stands out as a powerful and flexible content 
management system, offering users the ability to create dynamic, custom 
websites with ease. While its out-of-the-box functionality is impressive, the 
real power of SilverStripe comes to light when you dive into its 

customization features. This ultimate guide will walk you through the 
essential aspects of customizing your site with SilverStripe CMS, covering 
everything from basic theme modifications to advanced module 
integrations. 

Understanding SilverStripe CMS Customization 

Customizing SilverStripe CMS involves tweaking the default setup to better 
align with your specific needs and preferences. This can range from simple 
visual adjustments to creating entirely new functionalities. SilverStripe 
provides a robust framework that supports a high degree of customization, 
thanks to its modular architecture and the ability to extend its core 
functionalities. 

1. Getting Started with Themes 

Themes in SilverStripe are responsible for the visual presentation of your 
site. They consist of templates, stylesheets, and assets. Customizing 
themes allows you to change the look and feel of your site without altering 
its underlying structure. 

Creating a Custom Theme 
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To start customizing your theme, follow these steps: 
 

1. Locate the Themes Directory: In your SilverStripe installation, navigate 

to the /themes directory. This is where all themes are stored. 
 
2. Create a New Theme Folder: Inside the /themes directory, create a new 
folder for your custom theme. Name it something descriptive, like 
mycustomtheme. 
 

3. Add Templates and Assets: Within your new theme folder, create 
subdirectories for templates, css, js, and images. Place your HTML 
template files in the templates folder, CSS files in css, JavaScript files in js, 
and images in images. 
 

4. Edit Templates: SilverStripe uses its own template language, which is 
similar to HTML but with embedded SilverStripe-specific tags. Customize 
your templates to match your design requirements. For example, you can 
modify the Page.ss template to change how pages are rendered. 

Using Templates and Layouts 

SilverStripe uses templates to control the layout and structure of your 
pages. Templates are written in SilverStripe’s templating language and 
allow you to define how data is displayed. 
 

1. Page Templates: To customize the layout of specific pages, you can 
create or edit page templates in the templates/Page.ss file. You can also 
create custom templates for different page types by following a naming 
convention like PageType.ss. 
 

2. Layouts and Includes: SilverStripe allows you to use layout files and 

includes for repetitive elements across your site. For example, you might 
create a layouts/DefaultLayout.ss file to define a common structure for your 
pages. 

2. Customizing the Back-End Interface 

SilverStripe’s admin interface is designed to be user-friendly, but you may 
want to customize it to better suit your needs or those of your content 
editors. 

Modifying the CMS Layout 



To customize the admin panel layout: 
 

1. Create a Custom Admin Template: Override default admin templates 

by placing your custom templates in the admin folder within your theme 
directory.  
 

2. Add Custom CSS: Use custom CSS to style the admin panel according 
to your preferences. Place your CSS files in the css folder of your theme 
and include them in your admin template. 

Extending CMS Functionality 

SilverStripe allows you to extend its CMS functionality by creating custom 
admin pages or adding new features. 
Create Custom Admin Pages: You can add custom pages to the admin 
interface by extending the LeftAndMain class.  
Add Custom Form Fields: Extend the functionality of existing forms by 
adding custom fields. Use SilverStripe’s form API to create and customize 
fields in your forms. 

3. Adding and Configuring Modules 

SilverStripe’s modular architecture allows you to extend the CMS’s core 
features with additional modules. These modules can provide new 
functionalities or integrate with third-party services. 

Installing Modules 

To install a module: 

Use Composer: SilverStripe modules are typically installed via Composer.  
Activate the Module: After installation, you might need to configure the 
module in your SilverStripe project. Check the module’s documentation for 
specific setup instructions. 

Creating Custom Modules 

If you need functionality that isn’t provided by existing modules, you can 
create your own custom modules: 
Generate a New Module: Use SilverStripe’s code generator to create a new 
module scaffold.  
 



1. Develop Your Module: Implement the required features in your 
module’s code. Follow SilverStripe’s coding standards and best practices to 
ensure compatibility and maintainability. 
 

2. Configure and Test: Once your module is developed, configure it 
according to your needs and thoroughly test it to ensure it works as 
expected. 

4. Customizing Data Models 

SilverStripe’s data modeling capabilities allow you to create custom data 
structures and manage relationships between different types of content. 

Defining Custom Data Models 

Create a Data Model: Define custom data models by extending the 
DataObject class.  
Set Up Relationships: Define relationships between data models using 
SilverStripe’s ORM features. For example, you can use has_many and 
belongs_to to set up one-to-many and many-to-one relationships. 

Creating Custom Forms 

 

1. Generate Custom Forms: Create forms for your data models using 
SilverStripe’s Form API. Define custom fields, validation rules, and actions. 
 

2. Render Forms in Templates: Display your custom forms in your 
templates by using the Form class methods and template tags. 

5. Optimizing Performance and SEO 

Customizing your SilverStripe site also involves optimizing performance 
and ensuring good SEO practices. 

Performance Optimization 

1. Caching: Use SilverStripe’s caching features to improve site 

performance. Configure caching settings in the app/_config directory. 
 

2. Asset Management: Optimize images and other assets to reduce load 
times. Use tools like image compression and lazy loading. 

SEO Best Practices 



 

1. Meta Tags: Customize meta tags for better SEO by updating your page 

templates to include appropriate meta tags. 
 

2. Sitemaps: Generate and submit XML sitemaps to search engines to 
help them index your site more effectively. 
 

3. SEO Modules: Consider using SEO-focused modules to enhance your 

site’s search engine visibility. 

Conclusion 

Customizing your site with SilverStripe CMS offers a high level of flexibility 
and control, allowing you to tailor the platform to meet your unique needs. 
From creating custom themes and modifying the admin interface to adding 
new modules and optimizing performance, SilverStripe provides the tools 
necessary to build a bespoke website. 
By following the steps outlined in this guide, you can unlock the full 
potential of SilverStripe CMS and create a site that not only looks great but 
also performs well and meets your specific requirements. Whether you’re a 
developer looking to build complex features or a content creator aiming for 
a customized editorial experience, SilverStripe’s robust customization 
options are designed to help you succeed. 
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