
Understanding Long Residence ILR: A Pathway 

to Permanent Settlement in the UK 

For many immigrants in the UK, achieving Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR) is a significant 

milestone. One of the routes to ILR is through long residence, which allows individuals who 

have lived in the UK for a continuous period to apply for permanent settlement. This article will 

provide an overview of long residence ILR, including eligibility criteria, application process, and 

key considerations. 

What is Long Residence ILR? 

Long residence ILR is a pathway for individuals who have legally resided in the UK for a 

continuous period of 10 years to apply for Indefinite Leave to Remain. This status grants the 

right to live, work, and study in the UK without any time restrictions, and it is a crucial step 

towards obtaining British citizenship. 

 

https://www.visaandmigration.com/service/long-residence-ilr/25.html


Eligibility Criteria 

To be eligible for long residence ILR, applicants must meet the following criteria: 

1. Continuous Residence: The applicant must have lived in the UK for a continuous 

period of 10 years. This period must be unbroken, although short absences for holidays 

or family visits are permitted, provided they do not exceed 180 days in any given year. 

2. Legal Residence: The applicant's stay in the UK must have been lawful throughout the 

10-year period. This means holding valid visas or leave to remain during the entire 

duration. 

3. Good Character: Applicants must demonstrate good character, which includes having 

no criminal convictions, adhering to UK laws, and paying taxes. 

4. English Language Proficiency: The applicant must prove their proficiency in the 

English language by passing an approved English language test or holding a degree 

taught in English. 

5. Life in the UK Test: Applicants must pass the Life in the UK Test, which assesses 

knowledge of British customs, history, and culture. 

Application Process 

Applying for long residence ILR involves several steps: 

1. Preparation of Documents: Gather all necessary documents, including passports, 

biometric residence permits, proof of continuous residence, and evidence of English 

language proficiency. 

2. Online Application: Complete the online application form available on the UK 

government website. Pay the application fee and book an appointment to provide 

biometric information. 

3. Biometric Appointment: Attend the biometric appointment to provide fingerprints and a 

photograph. 

4. Submit Supporting Documents: Upload or mail the required documents to support 

your application. 

5. Decision: Wait for the decision on your application. Processing times can vary, but 

applicants typically receive a decision within six months. 

Conclusion 

Obtaining long residence ILR is a significant achievement that provides stability and opens up 

new opportunities in the UK. By understanding the eligibility criteria and following the application 

process carefully, individuals can successfully transition to permanent settlement and enjoy the 

benefits that come with it. 
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