
Can You Pass NYS Inspection with a Check 

Engine Light On? 

Introduction: 

Can you pass nys inspection with check engine light on? When your vehicle's check 

engine light illuminates, it's natural to feel a sense of concern or even anxiety, especially 

if you're due for a New York State (NYS) inspection. The check engine light serves as an 

indicator of potential issues within your vehicle's engine or emissions system. But does 

it mean an automatic failure for your inspection? Let's delve into the regulations and 

considerations surrounding this question. 

Understanding the Check Engine Light: 

Before addressing the NYS inspection regulations, it's essential to understand what 

triggers the check engine light. Contrary to common belief, it doesn't always signal a 

catastrophic problem. Rather, it indicates that the vehicle's onboard diagnostic system 

has detected a malfunction in one of its components. These issues can range from 

minor sensor failures to more significant problems affecting emissions. 
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NYS Inspection Requirements: 

New York State has stringent regulations governing vehicle inspections to ensure road 

safety and environmental protection. However, the presence of a check engine light 

doesn't necessarily equate to an automatic failure during inspection. According to the 

New York Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), inspectors check for specific criteria, 

including emissions, safety, and on-board diagnostics (OBD) readiness. 

Emissions Testing: 

One crucial aspect of NYS inspections is emissions testing, aimed at reducing air 

pollution. However, the state allows a certain number of readiness monitors to be in a 

"not ready" state and still pass inspection. The exact number varies based on the 

vehicle's model year. If the check engine light is related to an issue that doesn't affect 

emissions or if the necessary monitors are ready, the vehicle may still pass inspection. 

Safety Concerns: 

While emissions play a significant role in inspections, safety remains paramount. 

Inspectors will thoroughly check various safety components, including brakes, tires, 

lights, and more. If the check engine light indicates a safety-related issue, such as a 

malfunctioning brake system, it could lead to inspection failure regardless of emissions 

considerations. 

OBD System Readiness: 

Another crucial factor in NYS inspections is the readiness status of the vehicle's OBD 

system. This system monitors the performance of various components related to 

emissions control. If the check engine light is illuminated, it typically means that the 

OBD system has detected a fault. However, the presence of a fault doesn't necessarily 

mean that all readiness monitors are in a "not ready" state. If the necessary monitors 

are ready, the vehicle may still pass inspection. 

Addressing the Issue: 

Regardless of inspection regulations, it's essential to address the underlying cause of 

the check engine light. Ignoring the problem can lead to more significant issues down 



the road, potentially affecting the vehicle's performance, fuel efficiency, and emissions. 

Before taking your vehicle for inspection, consider having it diagnosed and repaired by a 

qualified mechanic to ensure compliance and roadworthiness. 

Tips for Passing Inspection: 

If your vehicle's check engine light is on, but you need to undergo inspection, consider 

the following tips: 

1. Scan for Codes: Use an OBD-II scanner to retrieve diagnostic trouble codes 

(DTCs) associated with the check engine light. 

2. Address Critical Issues: Prioritize repairing critical issues that could affect safety 

or emissions compliance. 

3. Drive to Reset Monitors: Drive your vehicle under various conditions to allow the 

OBD system to run its diagnostic checks and reset readiness monitors. 

4. Consult a Mechanic: If you're unsure about the severity of the issue or how to 

address it, consult a qualified mechanic for diagnosis and repair. 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, while a check engine light can be worrisome, it doesn't necessarily mean 

automatic failure during a New York State inspection. Understanding the underlying 

issues, addressing critical concerns, and ensuring OBD readiness are key steps to 

increase the chances of passing inspection. However, it's essential to prioritize vehicle 

safety and emissions compliance by promptly addressing any issues indicated by the 

check engine light. Remember, maintaining your vehicle's health not only ensures 

compliance with regulations but also contributes to safer roads and cleaner air. 
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