
How to Soften Brown Sugar Easily 

Brown sugar, with its rich molasses flavor, is a staple in many kitchens. However, if you've 

ever reached for your brown sugar only to find it hardened into a solid mass, you're not 

alone. The good news is that reviving hardened brown sugar is a simple task. In this guide, 

we'll explore various methods on how to soften brown sugar effortlessly, ensuring that this 

sweet ingredient is always ready for your culinary creations. 

The Hard Truth About Brown Sugar: 

Brown sugar has a tendency to harden due to the moisture content in its molasses 

component. When exposed to air, the moisture evaporates, causing the sugar to lose its soft 

texture and clump together. While it might seem like a kitchen conundrum, there are several 

effective methods to bring that hardened brown sugar back to its original granulated state. 

1. Bread Method: 

• Place and Seal: 
• Transfer the hardened brown sugar into an airtight container. 
• Add a slice of fresh bread on top of the sugar. 
• Seal the container and let it sit for 24 hours. 

• Check and Repeat: 
• After 24 hours, check the brown sugar. The moisture from the bread should 

have softened it. 
• If needed, repeat the process until the desired softness is achieved. 

• Tip: 
• Use a soft, fresh bread like white or wheat for the best results. 

2. Apple Method: 

• Introduce Moisture: 
• Place the hardened brown sugar in an airtight container. 
• Add a slice of fresh apple (with the peel on) to the sugar. 
• Seal the container and let it sit for 24 hours. 

• Check and Stir: 
• After 24 hours, check the brown sugar. The apple's moisture should have 

softened it. 
• Stir the sugar to distribute the moisture evenly. 

• Tip: 
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• Replace the apple slice as needed until the brown sugar reaches the desired 
softness. 

3. Microwave Method: 

• Moisten and Heat: 
• Place the hardened brown sugar in a microwave-safe bowl. 
• Moisten a paper towel and place it on top of the sugar. 
• Microwave in short 20-30 second intervals, checking after each interval. 

• Break Apart: 
• Once the sugar starts to soften, break it apart with a fork or spoon. 
• Continue microwaving until the desired softness is achieved. 

• Tip: 
• Be cautious not to overheat, as this can cause the sugar to melt. 

4. Terra Cotta Method: 

• Soak and Place: 
• Soak a small piece of terra cotta (unglazed) in water for about 15 minutes. 
• Pat it dry and place it in the container with the hardened brown sugar. 

• Let It Work: 
• Seal the container and let it sit for 24 hours. 
• The terra cotta's moisture will infuse into the sugar, softening it. 

• Tip: 
• Terra cotta sugar savers, specifically designed for this purpose, are available 

for purchase. 

5. Freeze and Break Method: 

• Freeze Overnight: 
• Place the entire bag or container of hardened brown sugar in the freezer 

overnight. 
• Break Apart: 

• Remove from the freezer and immediately break apart the sugar with a fork or 
spoon. 

• Use it in your recipe while still frozen or let it come to room temperature. 
• Tip: 

• This method is quick and effective for last-minute needs. 

Preventive Measures: 

• Store Properly: 
• Keep brown sugar in an airtight container or a resealable plastic bag to 

prevent exposure to air. 
• Add Moisture: 

• Consider adding a moisture-retaining item like a slice of bread or a terra cotta 
saver to the stored brown sugar. 

• Rotate Stock: 
• Use and replenish brown sugar regularly to ensure freshness. 



Conclusion: A Sweet Comeback for Brown Sugar: 

No need to fret when you encounter hardened brown sugar in your kitchen. With these 

simple and effective methods, you can soften brown sugar quickly, ensuring that it's always 

ready for your baking and cooking adventures. Whether you opt for the bread, apple, 

microwave, terra cotta, or freeze-and-break method, each approach offers a sweet 

comeback for your brown sugar, allowing you to enjoy its rich flavor in your favorite recipes. 

 


